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ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC PENSION FUND AUDITORS

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
Phoenix, Arizona 

May 1 - 4, 2005
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Earn up to 17 CPE Credits
Register Now
See Details Inside
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About Your Sponsor


The APPFA Professional Development Conference is a group live conference designed to further enhance participants’ auditing skills and provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and concepts.  At the conference, the participants will attain an overview of the topic areas.  Attendees should have a basic knowledge of accounting and auditing procedures, practices and theory.  There is no experience requirement and no advance preparation is needed. Participants attending this seminar will receive an attendance certificate following the completion of this program.  Auditing and accounting professionals may qualify for 17 hours of Continuing Professional Education (CPE) by attending this conference, which is designed to comply with the AICPA’s Statement on CPE Standards.

APPFA is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA), as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors.  State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit.  Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37219-2417, Web site: www.nasba.org.

Agenda

Sunday – May 1








Reception
          


6:30 – 8:30 pm

Monday – May 2

Introduction & Logistics            

 8:30 – 8:45 am

Welcome and Opening Comments:

 8:45 – 9:45 am

  Management’s Expectations of the

  Internal Auditing Department

Roll Call of the States

  
 9:45 – 10:30 am

Break
  
        


10:30 – 10:45 am

Roll Call of the States (continued)  
10:45 – 12:00 pm

Lunch

     


  12:00 – 1:15 pm 

School District Frauds


   1:15 – 3:00 pm

Break

           


   3:00 – 3:15 pm

GASB 40                  


   3:15 – 4:15 pm 

APPFA Board Meeting      


            4:30 pm
 

Tuesday – May 3

Recent Issues and Circulars from the

Office of Management and Budget (OMB)     8:30 – 10:10am

Break


     

  10:10 – 10:30 am

Best Practices- Building Relationships
  10:30 – 12:00 pm

Lunch

            
          

   12:00 – 1:15 pm

Risk Based Asset Management

    1:15 – 3:00 pm

Break




    3:00 – 3:15 pm

Maintaining and Updating your Network

Infrastructure


                  3:15 – 4:30 pm

Dinner at Pinnacle Peak Steakhouse

6:00 pm

Wednesday – May 4

Implementing New Systems         

    8:30 – 9:45 am

Break

           


    9:45 – 10:00 am

Implementing New Systems (part 2) 
    10:00- 11:30am

Conference ends


         
               11:30am
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Session Descriptions and Presenters

Welcome and Opening Comments: Management’s Expectations of the Internal Auditing Department

The speakers will present an overview of the ASRS and what they, as management, see as the role of the internal audit department within a pension plan.
Presenters:  Mr. Paul Matson, Director of Arizona State Retirement System & Ms. Suzanne Dobel, Special Assistant to the ASRS Director

Mr. Paul Matson became the Director of the Arizona State Retirement System (ASRS) in 2003.  The ASRS is a state agency with approximately 275 internal and external employees, 400,000 members, a $24 million budget and $22 billion of investments.  From 1995 through 2002 Paul served as Chief Investment Officer for the ASRS and was responsible for the creation of the internal and external multi asset-class investment management of the $22 billion fund.  In addition Paul was responsible for the creation of the internal investment management division, including the organizational structure, staffing, policies and procedures, portfolio construction theory, and Portfolio management.

Paul has lectured at various universities and conferences in the USA, Canada and Mexico.  He is an adjunct professor at Western International University and has been a regular speaker at the Claremont Graduate University.  He is the past president of the Phoenix Society of Financial Analysts, sits on the Arizona Deferred Compensation Board as well as the Investment Operations committee for the $23 billion Province of Alberta investment operation and is a founding member of the Canada- Arizona Business council.  Paul graduated from Simon Fraser University, Canada with an MBA.  He is also a Certified Investment Manager, Certified Cash Manager and Chartered Financial Analyst.

Suzanne Dobel, became the Special Assistant to the Director of the ASRS in November 2004.  She currently oversees the External Affairs Division of the ASRS.  This division deals with the outside employers and legislative matters relating to the State Retirement System.  

Roll Call of the States

In this session, a representative from each participating organization will speak to the group about current audit areas, ongoing projects and recent legislation affecting their pension fund.  They will discuss how they accomplished the results, how they overcame hurdles, how to prepare for similar issues at their system, and allow dialogue to present possible solutions to problems.  This session facilitates networking and is extremely beneficial in locating peers that are working on similar projects and facing similar challenges.  

Moderator:  Ms. Marci Sundbeck, Employees Retirement System of Texas
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School District Frauds

In the spring and summer of 2004, several Long Island School District administrators were arrested for a wide variety of larcenies from their employers.  Among the charges were allegations that some individuals conspired to artificially inflate salaries to illegally boost pension benefits.  One of the individuals filed for retirement and continued working full time for the district in the same capacity as before.  In this session, Mr. Kasper will analyze and present the various frauds perpetrated by these individuals and steps being taken to prevent future occurrences.

Presenter: Mr. Kenneth R. Kasper, CPA, CIA, CISA

Kenneth Kasper, CPA, CIA, CISA is the Manager of Internal Audit for the New York State Teachers Retirement System in Albany, New York for the past 6 years.  

Kenneth received a Master of Science in Accounting degree and a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration degree from the State University of New York.  He is a registered Certified Public Accountant in Illinois and holds the Certified Internal Auditor (CIA) and the Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) designations.

Kenneth has been the APPFA Webmaster since 1998 and was one of the authors of the Investment Risk Document published by APPFA in July of 2000.  Kenneth has also been a member of the Institute of Internal Auditors for the past 20 years and is a current board member and past president of the Albany chapter.  He is a two time recipient of the Martin H. Ives award which is presented annually to chapter members for outstanding service to the chapter.  He also received the LEO award in recognition of his significant contribution to internal auditing in 2001. 

GASB 40 

This Governmental Accounting Standards Board issued this Statement with an effective date of June 15, 2004.  The provisions of this statement will be applicable to the next annual financial statements of most APPFA members.  Mr. Kasper will outline the accounting provisions of GASB 40 and present examples from Systems that have already adopted early compliance.
Presenter:  Mr. Kenneth R. Kasper, CPA, CIA, CISA 




Recent Pronouncements of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

In this session, Ms. Kimbrough will discuss recent circulars drafted by the Office of Management and Budget and what auditors need to know regarding these pronouncements.  

Presenter: Ms. Rebecca Kimbrough, CPA, CIA 

Ms. Rebecca Kimbrough is the Financial Director for Maricopa Association of Governments.  Prior to this, she was the Internal Auditor for the Arizona State Retirement System.  She holds the Certified Public Accountant and Certified Information System Auditor designations.







Best Practices – Building Relationships

This session will give attendees insight on the importance of “the human side of auditing” - auditor interpersonal communication and facilitation skills.  A review of methods for building effective relationships with management and the Board and things to avoid when dealing with both will be presented.  An overview of the “Johari Window” model for interpersonal communication will also be discussed as well as the drafting of a personal development plan for enhancing communication skills.
Presenter:  Mr. David J MacCabe, CIA, CGAP, MPA

David J. MacCabe, CIA, CGAP, MPA is the Director of Internal Audit for the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.  He directs a staff of seven internal audit professionals who perform assurance and consulting work at one of the world’s largest pension funds.

Dave has worked in management and audit positions in state and federal government for over 25 years including service with the Army & Air Force Exchange Service, the Texas State Comptroller of Public Accounts, and the Texas Rehabilitation Commission. 

Dave has a bachelor degree in business administration from the University of Texas at Austin and a masters degree in public administration from Texas State University.  He is a graduate of the Governor’s Executive Development Program (Class IV) and is a certified internal auditor and a certified government auditing professional.  

Dave is an instructor in the Certified Public Management Program at the Hobby Center for Public Service, Texas State University.  He also regularly makes presentations for the IIA, the Texas State Auditor’s Office, Austin-area colleges and universities, and other professional groups.  Dave is an active member of the Association of Public Pension Fund Auditors and serves on its Best Practices Committee.  He has led or participated in approximately 15 Internal Audit quality assurance reviews.

Dave was the founding chair of the Texas State Agency Internal Audit Forum and has been active in the IIA since 1978.  He was a founding member of IIA’s Austin Chapter and has served as an officer, governor, newsletter editor, and committee chair.  Dave currently serves on the IIA International Board of Research & Education Advisers, the CIA Advocates Council, and is a Quality Auditing Services volunteer. 




Risk Based Asset Management 

This discussion will focus on the background and current trends in the real estate market.  Why invest in real estate, the leveraging process, what types of investment vehicles are being used by institutional investors, who are the current market “players”, controls and risk points for audit consideration.  Mr. Gillan will also discuss where investors are focused for 2005 on the risk spectrum and geographically.

Presenter: Mr. David Gillan, CPA

Mr. David Gillan is currently the Assistant Real Estate Officer for the New York State Teachers Retirement System (NYSTRS).   David oversees NYSTRS $5.7 billion Equity Real Estate Portfolio including Direct Equity, Joint Venture, Commingled fund and REIT holdings.

Mr. Gillan has a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Siena College.  He is a New York licensed CPA since 1990 and a Member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA).

Maintaining and Updating your Network Infrastructure

In this session, Pat and Mike will discuss updates, maintenance, and testing of the entity network from the network administrator and auditor perspectives.  Software concerns include updating and maintaining the network operating system and office productivity applications. Hardware issues will include updates and maintenance of servers, workstations, hubs, routers, etc.  Other issues to be discussed will include the business continuity plan, data backups, and user permissions.

Presenters: Mr. Patrick O’Keefe, ASRS Information Technology Specialist & Michael Aken, ASRS Information Systems Auditor

Patrick O’Keefe graduated from Arizona State University with a Bachelor of Science degree and from the US Army signal Corp with a degree in Multi Channel Communications.  He is also a Microsoft Certified Engineer.  Pat has over 18 years of work experience in network configurations ranging from Macintosh, Windows for Workgroups Banyan Vines, Novell, General Electric-MSE and Windows active Directory.  He has experience with token ring and Ethernet switched and nonswitched networks.

Michael Aken graduated from Arizona State University in 1989 with a Bachelors of Science degree in Accounting.  He obtained his CPA in 1991.  He primarily worked on financial and information system audits.  Network experience was gained as the network administrator and comptroller at the Arizona Office of Tourism.  He became a Certified Novell Engineer in 1996 for the NetWare operating system.  Mike is currently working at the Arizona State Retirement System conducting information system audits and internal control reviews.
Implementing New Systems 

This session will discuss internal audit’s role in the implementation process and enhance your understanding of how to prepare for implementation of a new computer system in your agency.  Topics will include the business model, your core business, Legislative regulations, fiscal constraints, best practices, organizational preparation for “Build or Buy”, business technology alignment and functionality.

Presenter: Mr. Barry Brown, Executive Consultant, Blueshift Corp.

Mr. Barry Brown is an Executive Consultant with Blueshift Corp.  Barry brings over 20 years of business and technology integration experience across a broad range of industries, among which are numerous Fortune 200 companies and Pension systems.  The emphasis of his work surrounds best practices knowledge of business and technology alignment driving value into the organization.  His efforts have involved enterprise and global scale operations, including system deployments and integrations, business process reengineering, and corporate alignment initiatives.  He is a member of the Internet Security Alliance and the PMI.

Registration Information

The registration fee of $200.00 must be received by April 7, 2005 to reserve your place at the conference.  See registration form, which is located on the APPFA website, for details.

The registration fee includes all materials, lunches, breaks and a fabulous dinner at Pinnacle Peak Steak House on Tuesday night in Scottsdale.  Refunds are available if written cancellation notice is received 10 days before the conference.  Refunds will not be issued after that date.  For more information regarding administrative policies such as complaint and refund, please view our website at www.appfa.org.  Business casual attire is appropriate.  Please be aware that the temperature in the meeting room may be cool so a jacket is recommended.

Hotel Information

The Embassy Suites Hotel Phoenix-Scottsdale

4415 E. Paradise Village Parkway South

Phoenix, Arizona 85032

(602) 765-5800

Single / Double occupancy $79.00 (Government Rate)
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Room tax is 12.07% and is subject to change







This rate includes:

Complimentary full cooked-to-order breakfast served daily.

Complimentary two hour nightly poolside reception serving beverages and light snacks.









The cut off date for reservations is Thursday, March 31, 2005 at 5:00 pm.

Transportation each way from Sky Harbor Airport is provided by SUPERSHUTTLE for $16 per person.

Embassy Suites Hotel


Phoenix-Scottsdale


4415 E. Paradise Village Parkway South


Phoenix, Arizona 85032


(602) 765-5800


www.embassysuitesaz.com





(800) WYNDHAM  
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